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Private developers will manage
military neighborhoods in U.S.

By AL SCHWARTZ
Chief of Public Affairs

The Defense Department has embraced
privatization as a method to deal with its sig-
nificant housing problem. It plans to turn over
most of its housing construction and mainte-
nance operations to private developers and
property management companies through
long-term partnerships and contracts.

According to information provided by
the office of the Deputy Undersecretary of
Defense (Installations and Environment),
DoD owns about 300,000 family housing
units. More than 60 percent of these units
need to be renovated or replaced. The esti-
mate to do this runs as high as $30 billion
and could take 30-40 years.

About 60,000 of the Army’s 85,000
family housing units need to be replaced or
renovated. The Army plans to privatize all
Army housing in the continental United
States by 2007 through a program called
the Residential Community Initiative.

According to Bill Porr, the Garrison
director of public works, DoD received an
unsolicited proposal from the National
Development Council to implement a tax-
exempt privatization initiative. If approved
by the Internal Revenue Service, this
would allow the NDC to select a non-prof-

it developer/partner to own and operate the
base housing; and the tax savings could go
into up-front housing improvements.

“Redstone Arsenal was selected as one
of the DoD pilot programs,” Porr said.  The
Air Force and Navy will also participate in
this tax-exempt effort. “If the National
Development Council initiative is approved
by the IRS we would expect to let a 50-year
contract in the fall of 2003, and implement
within the following 12 months.

“With this initiative, if approved, we will
see revitalized facilities at Redstone Arsenal
over the next five years. Depending on the
contract, we could also see community ini-
tiatives such as playgrounds, a housing
community center and a new community
pool in the housing areas,” Porr said.

“We are fortunate that Redstone Arsenal
has been able to revitalize many of its

See Housing on page 9

Army plans to contract out housing

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
FAMILY HOUSING— The Army plans to privatize all Army housing in the continen-
tal United States by 2007 through a program called the Residential Community Ini-
tiative. Redstone Arsenal was selected as a DoD pilot program for a tax-exempt pri-
vatization initiative. 

Fox Army Health Center
sets mass vaccinations

An ample supply of flu vaccine has arrived so mass vaccinations can
begin, according to Fox Army Health Center.

Here is the schedule:
• Nov. 4 from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Heiser Hall, building 3712 (old post

theater) for active duty, all military ID card holders ages 12 and older,
and current DoD civilians with their ID badge.

• Nov. 6 from 4:30-7 p.m. at Fox Army Health Center for active duty,
military ID card holders ages 12 and older, and current DoD civilians
with their ID badge.

• Nov. 8 from 6:30-11 a.m. at Bob Jones Auditorium for active duty,
military ID card holders age 12 and older, and current DoD civilians
with their ID badge.

• Nov. 8 from 12:30-1:30 p.m. at PEO Aviation, building 5681 for
active duty, military ID card holders age 12 and older, and current DoD
civilians with their ID badge.

• Nov. 12 from 10 a.m. to noon at the Corps of Engineers, 4820 Uni-
versity Square for active duty, all military ID card holders ages 12 and
older, and current DoD civilians with their ID badge. 

• Nov. 13 from 10 a.m. to noon at SMDC, 106 Wynn Drive for active
duty, military ID card holders ages 12 and older, and current DoD civil-
ians with their ID badge.

See Vaccine on page 9

Photo by Skip Vaughn
STAYING HEALTHY— Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen, com-
mander of the Aviation and Missile Command and Red-
stone Arsenal, receives his annual flu shot from Capt.
Farrell Adkins, chief of the Public Health and Education
Center.

Members of community invited to roll up sleeves for flu vaccine



The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.
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The Redstone Rocket is published in the
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arsenal,
by The Huntsville Times a private firm in
no way connected with the Department of
the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and sup-
plements, does not constitute an endorse-
ment by the Department of the Army of the
products or services advertised within this
publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.
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Letters to the editor

Iwould like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone in the Redstone Arse-
nal community and the greater

Huntsville area for the tremendous out-
pouring of sympathy and support that my
family received after the tragic loss of
our grandson, Isaiah Michael Petty. The
cards, letters, flowers, phone calls and
personal words of comfort have helped
us through this incredibly difficult time
in our lives. This is something that you
can never prepare yourself for and that
you cannot get through on your own. Not
being from the Huntsville area and not
ever having had to make all the neces-
sary arrangements, we were truly lost as
to where to start and what to do. Isaiah’s
paternal grandmother, Jeffrey Petty, was
a tremendous help when it came to mak-
ing all the arrangements. She is from the
Huntsville area and contacted the funeral
home to make the arrangements. Togeth-
er we did the unthinkable, we buried our
grandson. The people at Nelms Memori-
al Funeral Home made this difficult task
as easy as possible and gave us sage
advice along with beautiful arrange-
ments. During this process I found out
that former command equal opportunity
officer Charles Ray owns the funeral
home. Since I am an instructor for
OMEMS, I felt a personal connection to
the people at the funeral home that
helped to make the process easier.  

To all the soldiers and employees of
the Missile Systems Training Depart-
ment, thank you. You gave us more sup-
port than you probably know.  I know it
is difficult to find the words to express
your feelings at a time like this. Your
phone calls, cards, flowers, food, mone-
tary contributions and physical presence
spoke volumes about your true compas-
sion and caring feelings for our family.
Some of you are old friends, and some of
you I have only known for a short while,
but you all came together in true Army
family fashion and gave us the support
we needed. I would especially like to
thank SSgt. Poshva who was the first
person at the hospital and ensured that
we all made it home safely. He also lost
a child and I know that it was not easy
for him to be around at this time; he
showed true courage and caring by being
there for us. SFC Aymond made all the
arrangements for my leave and was

available any hour of the day or night to
help us through this process. SFC Little-
ton, who has been my supervisor for less
than a month, was also instrumental to
the whole process. His family as well as
the families of all the other EQUATE
Training Team soldiers offered unlimited
support to our family and were a much
appreciated presence at the wake.

To Dr. Maurice Childress and the
members of the Meridianville Primitive
Baptist Church, we owe a great debt of
gratitude. They opened their church and
their hearts to my family and provided us
with an inspirational and meaningful
funeral service. The words of the pastor
served to bring us together as a family
and to lift us up in our time of need. The
music moved our spirits and provided
comfort; it could not have been more fit-
ting to the occasion. The food provided
after the service was wonderful and all
of this was provided to us at no cost.
May God bless you and keep you strong!

There is one more thing we would
like to say; Isaiah was a child that
touched many people, that was evident
by the number of people present at the
wake and funeral.  There are many peo-
ple that I may have missed; and many
that offered support that we do not know.
Thank you, too! Isaiah was a child of
mixed ethnic background — Filipino,
Italian, Black, Indian and others. He was
a beautiful child that brought together
people from very diverse backgrounds.
He made us all better people, he showed
us that we can all live together in harmo-
ny and come together, putting all differ-
ences aside, to become a true family. My
daughter is only 22 years old and has
been blessed with some very fine friends.
I know that there is not a lot of positive
press given to the youth of this commu-
nity or those of this nation. I would like
to say that the way these kids came
together for each other was truly inspira-
tional and offers a great deal of promise
for the future of this community and this
nation. With their continued support, I
know my daughter will make it through
this and be stronger for it. Isaiah, you
will be greatly missed, but we know God
has big plans for you and that He needed
you in His service.  Goodbye angel, we
love you and miss you.

SSgt. Kevin M. Lade and family

Community helps overcome loss 

The first meeting for the Redstone
volleyball league Oct. 23 had six
teams represented and a good

number of interested volleyball individu-
als who will be placed with other teams.
We expect to have a minimum of eight
teams. A volleyball clinic with open play
will be held every Sunday from 2-4:30

p.m. at Pagano Gym. All interested vol-
leyball teams and individuals should be
signed up no later than Nov. 6. People
can sign up by calling 313-1200, 876-
2943 or 313-6091. Leave your name and
phone number.

Felix Milar
league organizer  

Volleyball league set for play

PERSONNEL & TRAINING RELEASE

The Acquisition Demonstration team
is continuing its work to implement the
demo in AMCOM for nonbargaining
employees in March. Employees covered
will be supervisors and managers and
employees involved in advising manage-
ment on labor relation issues. 

Recent developments include the
establishment of a Personnel Policy
Board, developing Position Requirement
Documents, establishing pay pools,
scheduling training for supervisors and
managers, and determining funding lev-
els for Contribution Rating Increases and
Contribution Awards.  

The role of the Personnel Policy Board
is to develop policy, provide guidance,
review extraordinary salary increases and
provide guidance to pay pools, etc. The
chairman will be Jim Flinn, the deputy to
the commanding general, and member-
ship will consist of the chief of staff and
directors of the Acquisition Center,
DCSS, IMMC, CIC, USATA and SAMD.
Advisers to the board will be P&T, Legal,

RM, EEO and AFGE Local 1858.
The position requirement documents

will be the new job descriptions for posi-
tions covered by the demo. Nearly all
PRDs have already been completed and
the remainder will be done by Oct. 31.
PRDs are written very broadly and
include duties up to step 10 of the highest
grade level within that pay band, because
covered employees’ salaries will be able
to increase to the top of that pay band
based on their contributions without fur-
ther competition.

AMCOM primary organizational ele-
ments will complete development of their
pay pools by this December. A pay pool
will consist of a group of employees
among whom a certain amount of salary
increase and award money will be distrib-
uted. Training for supervisors and man-
agers will be held in January. 

AcqDemo requires that the funding
level for contribution rating increases and
contribution awards be determined annu-
ally. For fiscal 2003, the funding level for
CRIs will be 2.4 percent and 1.5 percent
for CAs.

Acquisition demonstration
project work continues

A Russellville woman died in a two-
vehicle accident Friday afternoon on Goss
Road in front of Fox Army Health Center.

Mary Ann Woodruff, 59, was a passen-
ger in a Chrysler sedan driven by her hus-
band, Bobby Woodruff, 68, a retired ser-
geant. She was pronounced dead at the
scene. Her husband suffered a crushed
knee and was undergoing surgery at
Huntsville Hospital where he was listed in

critical but stable condition.
The westbound sedan collided with an

eastbound dumpster truck about 12:50 p.m.
on Goss Road. The sedan apparently turned
in front of the truck, according to Darrell
Brewer, executive assistant at the Garrison.

The truck driver Christopher Lee Flan-
nagan of Athens, an employee of Waste
Management Inc. of Huntsville, was unin-
jured.

Russellville woman killed
in two-vehicle accident
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Announcements
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
the Officers and Civilians Club. Col. Greg
Parlier is to speak on “Reinventing Army
Recruiting.” Upon arrival, proceed
through the regular food line on the first
level and carry your food to the reserved
room. For more information, call Ed Poni-
atowski 876-8605. 

Nashville bus trip
The Civilian Welfare Fund Council will
be sponsoring a bus trip Dec. 7 to
Nashville for the New York City Rock-
ette’s Christmas Show and the Ice Sculp-
ture Show. The bus will depart at 9:30 that
morning from the Kroger parking lot on
Drake Avenue and will return at approxi-
mately 10 p.m. The cost of the trip is $70
per person, which is non-refundable. The
Ice Sculpture Show is at 2 p.m. with the
NYC Rockette’s show at 3:30. There will
be time to shop at Oprymills. There will
be morning juice and muffins available on
the bus. Seats are limited so make your
reservations early. For reservations call
Randy Bigler 955-0505. 

Catholic pilgrimage
Our Lady of the Valley Catholic commu-
nity at Bicentennial Chapel is planning a
pilgrimage to Our Lady of Lourdes
Shrine, Lourdes, France for the annual
International Military Pilgrimage. The
patrons will be in France May 14-23.
Many sightseeing trips are included in this
pilgrimage, to include a day trip to Utah

and Omaha Beaches, visit to the American
Cemetery, and two days in Paris. The
price of this pilgrimage is approximately
$1,677 per person based on double occu-
pancy leaving from Huntsville and $1,560
per person based on double occupancy
leaving from Atlanta. Cost includes
roundtrip coach air fare, transfers, tours,
two meals per day, 4-star hotels and taxes.
For more information, call Donna Raguc-
ci 461-9415.

Native American month
National Native-American Indian Heritage
Month is celebrated in November. The
theme for this year is “Honoring Life, Hon-
oring Elders, Honoring Heritage.” Entries
in the static display contest for units or
departments should be in place by Nov. 4,
with judging Nov. 7. Participants should
call SFC Vasquez of AMCOM 876-8648 or
SFC Weber of OMEMS 842-9765. Awards
for the top three displays will be presented
at the Native-American Indian Heritage
Month program Nov. 14 from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. at Bob Jones Auditorium. 

Celebration of heroes
The Huntsville-Madison County Public
Library is holding a series of programs to
honor America’s veterans. Upcoming pro-
grams include: Canteen/USO Dance, Fri-
day from 6-8 p.m.; An American Veteran's
Reflections by author and Vietnam veteran
Homer Hickam, Sunday at 5 p.m.; Desert
Shield/Desert Storm, retired Lt. Gen. Jim
Link remembers his experiences in the Per-
sian Gulf War, Nov. 10 at 3 p.m.; “Captain
Harry,” Dr. Andrew Dunar of University of

Alabama in Huntsville’s history depart-
ment discusses Truman’s World War I
experiences and their impacts on his presi-
dency, Nov. 13 at noon; Changing Role of
Women in the Military, featuring a women
veterans panel, Nov. 19 from 10 a.m. to
noon; The Forgotten War, Korean War vet-
erans panel, Nov. 19 from 7-9 p.m.; and
The Experiences of American Soldiers in
post-War Occupied Germany, Dr. George
Marchelos, Nov. 24 from 2-4 p.m. 

Bingo special
Thursday at 5 p.m., come out for a Hal-
loween Bingo Special at the Challenger
Community Activity Center, building
1500 on Weeden Mountain Road. Get a
free game pack (value $12.50). There will
be a costume contest and door prizes as
well as free cookies and punch. You must
be at least 19 years old to enter and play
Challenger Bingo.  For more information,
call 837-0750/ 0751.  

Garden plots
Attention soldiers, retirees, and DoD civil-
ians possessing a garden plot on Redstone
Arsenal: Please be advised that on Nov.
25, Grounds Maintenance will prepare the
garden for the upcoming planting season
in 2003. Plant stands, fences, hoses, sprin-
klers, etc., must be removed by that date,
or grounds maintenance will remove the
items and place them in storage for
approximately 30 days. Any item not
claimed within 30 days will be forfeited.
Questions regarding next year’s planting
season/plot assignment may be addressed
by calling SFC Ron Pate 876-1445.

Internal auditors
For a limited time, the Institute of Internal
Auditors is offering non-members the
opportunity to join for $85 and no appli-
cation fee, a savings of $50. You will
receive all the benefits and services of IIA
and opportunities for local chapter partic-
ipation This is a one-time offer being
extended to you through the North Alaba-
ma Chapter of IIA and must be acted on
by Nov. 15. This offer is available to per-
sons who have not held an IIA member-
ship in the past year. For more informa-
tion, call Virginia Moore 955-6262
(extension 165). 

Christian singles
United Christian singles, an inter-denomi-
national social group for singles is having
a Fall Fling dance at the Huntsville
Jaycees Building (off Airport Road
between Memorial Parkway and Leeman
Ferry Road) Nov. 8. at 7:30 p.m. Snacks
and refreshments provided. Tickets are $8
at the door. Casual dress. For more infor-
mation call Paul at 837-7414 or Mary at
650-5616.

Reserve detachment
An Army Reserve Detachment on Red-
stone Arsenal is looking for prior active
duty people or possibly transfers from
other  reserve /National Guard units with
MOS 74B (information systems opera-
tors) and MOS 75B/H (unit administra-
tion). For 74B MOS, it will consider

See Announcements on page 16
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Announcements
reclassification action to  MOS 74B if you
can document with resume civilian
acquired skills,  education/experience,  in
the following computer skills: data base
management, programming, networking
and telecommunications. Minimum of a
secret clearance required. Must possess
the personal qualifications to pass the
background investigation process to
obtain a top secret clearance in the near
future. If you have MOS 74C or 74F, it is
now authorized to convert to 74B as well.
For MOS 75B/H, you must be MOS-Q,
prior service or transfer from another unit.
For more information, call Charles Vartan
876-0604 (work) or 883-8891 (home). 

Apprentice program
The Science and Engineering Apprentice
Program is held each summer to give aca-
demically talented high school and col-
lege students research experience with
mentors at the Aviation and Missile Com-
mand. Applications are available from
high school senior counselors or college
placement services; and the deadline is
Jan. 31. For more information, call Betty
Duke of the Civilian Personnel Advisory
Center 313-4790. 

Engineering society banquet
The American Society for Engineering
Management will have its first annual Ten-

nessee Valley section banquet Thursday at
Fogcutter’s Restaurant, 3805 University
Drive, beginning with a social at 5:30 p.m.,
dinner following. Guest speaker Alex
Hardy, director of Cummings Research
Park, will begin his presentation at 7. Din-
ner will be ordered from the menu. Reser-
vations are not necessary; however, as a
courtesy please RSVP to Kenneth Sullivan
313-6172 or Cindy Stiene 313-9453.
Strengthening stepfamilies
Army Community Service is offering a
four-session class on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, Nov. 5, 7, 12 and 14 at the ChildWise
building, 1413 Nike, 6-8 p.m. The class is
open to the Redstone community.  Regis-

tration for the class and free childcare is
required.  The book is free.  Refreshments
will be offered.  Topics include stepfamily
pitfalls and potentials; the couple relation-
ship; creating roles and relationships;
stages in stepfamily development and par-
enting skills.  For registration and informa-
tion, call ACS at 876-5397.

Health Center hours
Fox Army Health Center will be on holi-
day hours Nov. 11 for Veterans Day. The
Primary Care Extended Hours Clinic will
be open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for sched-
uled appointments. The Pharmacy and all
other clinics will be closed. Advice nurses
are available 24 hours a day at 955-8888
or 1-800-223-9531 to provide care advice
and schedule urgent care appointments.
Access to the building may be gained
through the Pharmacy entrance on the
south side.

Paper airplane contest
The American Institute of Aeronautics
and Astronautics will hold its ninth annu-
al Great Paper Airplane Contest at 3:30
p.m. Friday at the UAH University Center
Exhibit Hall. The event is free and open to
age groups 7 and under, 8-13, 14-17, 18-
21 and over 21. The contest categories
include aerobatics, time-of-flight, dis-
tance, accuracy, and artistic. An awards
ceremony will be at 5:15 p.m. For more
information, call Steve Noneman 544-2048.

Found property
A woman’s silver colored wrist watch was
found during Oktoberfest. The owner can
call the Provost Marshal Investigations
Division, 876-3449, to claim this property.

Woodcarvers
North Alabama Woodcarvers Association
will have its 21st annual Mid-South
Woodcarving Show and Competition Sat-
urday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Huntsville
Depot Roundhouse, 320 Church St.
Woodcarvers will demonstrate tech-
niques, compete and sell carvings.

Citizenship class
English as a Second Language classes and a
citizenship class will be offered in October
and November for military and their family
members. The classes will be held at Army
Community Service’s new location, build-
ing 3338, Redeye Road. To register call
Mary Breeden at 876-5397. A Thursday
evening ESL class will be held from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. A Friday morning ESL class will
be held from 9 to 11 a.m. A five-week citi-
zenship class will start Oct. 28. The citizen-
ship class will be held on Mondays, 1 to 3
p.m. Materials are furnished and child care
is free for class participants.

Hardback books needed
This is just a reminder that the CFC Office
is still collecting for this project and will
continue to do so until Nov. 15. As a Com-
munity Service Project, the CFC Office is
collecting new or gently used hardback
children’s books suitable for kindergarten
through ninth grade for the library of the
Greater Huntsville Boys and Girls Club
and the Seminole Center. If you have
books you would like to donate, you may

See Announcements on page 17
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